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What is RDMLA?
● An online education program 

offering individuals an 
opportunity to learn about 
research data management 
practices

● Developed in partnership with 
industry, teams of librarians 
and LIS faculty who have 
expertise with RDM

● Filling in a gap in RDM training

● Financially funded by Elsevier



Why RDMLA? 
● RDMLA was created for the practicing librarian to enhance their skill sets 

so they can be part of research teams.

● RDMLA can be utilized by researchers wishing to learn more about RDM 
foundations and related software and tools.

● Extremely valuable resource for practicing librarians to tool or retool 
themselves on RDM practices and projects.



Success Metrics to Date

● Active Students: 5,067
● Discussion Forum Posts: 2,507
● Course Completion Badges: 398
● CE Certificates: 40

October 7, 2019 to May 6, 2021



Where are RDMLA Learners From?



Unit Structure Components
● Welcome

● Overview and Objectives

● Faculty Profiles

● Video Lectures

● Readings

● Exercises/Case Studies

● Quizzes



RDMLA on Canvas Network

● The Academy currently offers eleven 
units, which can be taken in sequence 
or out of order.

● All units are hosted online via the 
Canvas Network platform under 
CC-BY-NC-SA licensing.



New Units Added in 2020/2021



New Unit Instructors

Amber Budden, Ph.D. 
NCEAS University of California, Santa 
Barbara

Unit 9: Delivering Data 
Management Training

Adam Kriesberg, Ph.D. 
Simmons University, School of Library 
and Information Science

Unit 11: Data Curation 
and Archiving

Scott Lapinski, MS 
Harvard Medical School, Countway 
Library of Medicine

Unit 10: Research Data 
Copyright, Licensing, and 
Privacy



The Impact of RDMLA 

RDMLA has been used by 
worldwide libraries & educators:

● As a course and workshop
● As a resource
● Listed in U.S. libraries’ research and/or 

libguides
● Listed in international libraries’ research 

guides, libguides, or blog posts
● In LIS coursework and classroom 

learning

RDMLA has been used 
by instructors 
worldwide, including:

● The United States
● Turkey
● Israel
● Kenya
● Thailand



RDMLA as a Course and Workshop
● Network of the National Library of Medicine (NNLM)

○ Training - Course and Workshops
■ https://nnlm.gov/data/courses-and-workshops

● Medical Library Association (MLA)
○ Course listed for the Data Services Specialization

■ https://www.mlanet.org/page/data-services-specialization-course-list

https://nnlm.gov/data/courses-and-workshops
https://www.mlanet.org/page/data-services-specialization-course-list


RDMLA as a Resource
● OpenAir (website for data science, data management, library technology, and web technology resources)

○ RDM training resources
■ https://explore.sparklinginfo.com/rdm-resources/

● Association of Library and Information Science Education 
(ALISE)
○ COVID-19 Resources for LIS community

■ https://www.alise.org/covid-19-resources

https://explore.sparklinginfo.com/rdm-resources/
https://www.alise.org/covid-19-resources


RDMLA as a Resource (continued)

● Saskatchewan Health Libraries Association
○ Featured in SHLA Journal Club blog article 

■ https://shla.chla-absc.ca/?tag=research-data-management

● Purdue University Charleston Library Conference
○ Resource and RDM event in the timeline of health sciences 

development
■ https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2123&context=

charleston

https://shla.chla-absc.ca/?tag=research-data-management
https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2123&context=charleston
https://docs.lib.purdue.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2123&context=charleston


RDMLA in U.S. Libraries 
● Fordham University Library

○ Librarian professional training/webinar resources
■ https://fordham.libguides.com/LibrarianResources/TrainingWebinars

● Northwestern University Libraries
○ Research Guide: Data Management Training 

■ https://libguides.northwestern.edu/datamanagement/datamanagementtraining

● Carnegie Mellon University Libraries
○ “Data 101” LibGuide 

■ https://guides.library.cmu.edu/data101/managingdata

https://fordham.libguides.com/LibrarianResources/TrainingWebinars
https://libguides.northwestern.edu/datamanagement/datamanagementtraining
https://guides.library.cmu.edu/data101/managingdata


RDMLA in U.S. Libraries  (continued)

● Atlanta University Center, Robert W. Woodruff Library
○ RDM open access workshops and courses 

■ https://research.auctr.edu/research-data-management/training

● University of Virginia Library
○ RDM LibGuide: Self-paced training

■ https://guides.lib.virginia.edu/c.php?g=515290&p=3520794

https://research.auctr.edu/research-data-management/training
https://guides.lib.virginia.edu/c.php?g=515290&p=3520794


RDMLA in International Libraries 
● Victoria University of Wellington Library

○ Research data management resources
■ https://libguides.victoria.ac.nz/research-data-management/research-

data-management

● University of Manitoba Libraries
○ Featured in a Research Service Data Service (RSDS) Blog 

■ https://libguides.lib.umanitoba.ca/researchservices/rsdsblog/Free-Libr
arian-CE-coming-soon-the-Research-Data-Management-Librarian-
Acade

https://libguides.victoria.ac.nz/research-data-management/research-data-management
https://libguides.victoria.ac.nz/research-data-management/research-data-management
https://libguides.lib.umanitoba.ca/researchservices/rsdsblog/Free-Librarian-CE-coming-soon-the-Research-Data-Management-Librarian-Acade
https://libguides.lib.umanitoba.ca/researchservices/rsdsblog/Free-Librarian-CE-coming-soon-the-Research-Data-Management-Librarian-Acade
https://libguides.lib.umanitoba.ca/researchservices/rsdsblog/Free-Librarian-CE-coming-soon-the-Research-Data-Management-Librarian-Acade


● Sao Paulo State Regional Library Council - 8th Region
○ Blog post featured RDMLA as a RDM resource

■ http://www.crb8.org.br/a-especialidade-dos-bibliotecarios-de-dad
os-na-ciencia-aberta/

● ShenZhen University Library Blog Post
○ Blog post featured RDMLA as a free RDM resource

■ http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_c2cb001d0102zk7b.html

RDMLA in International Libraries (continued) 

http://www.crb8.org.br/a-especialidade-dos-bibliotecarios-de-dados-na-ciencia-aberta/
http://www.crb8.org.br/a-especialidade-dos-bibliotecarios-de-dados-na-ciencia-aberta/
http://blog.sina.com.cn/s/blog_c2cb001d0102zk7b.html


RDMLA in LIS Course and Class Work
● Simmons University, School of Library and Information 

Science
○ IPI (Interprofessional Informationist) Program course
○ LIS532U Scientific Research Data Management 
○ Utilized Unit 4 Launching Data Services

■ For session reading
■ For assignments/exercise

● Colleague from Istanbul, Turkey
○ Units 4, 6, and 8 as part of “Digital Libraries and Open Science” 

content



LIS532-U Use of RDMLA Unit 4 



Possible Teaching Applications
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet at nec at 
adipiscingUse individual units                 As readings/course session materials for   

                data science or data service courses1
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet at nec at 
adipiscingUse the exercises/worksheets                 For part of the course assignments2
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet at nec at 
adipiscing

    Utilize course practical scenarios   
    (grounded in LIS practice)                 To plan your teaching3

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet at nec at 
adipiscing

Make use of demos in 
technology units

                To engage students in learning data or  
                tech-related skills4

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet at nec at 
adipiscing
Have students take 

unit quizzes
                To establish a baseline assessment of the  
                students’ understanding of RDM topics5



RDMLA Course Demo



Translation Partnership



● Translation Partners: National Taiwan University Library
○ Traditional Chinese language translation

○ Translation lead by Drs. Chen and Tang, with assistance from Chiu-Hsun 
Lin and Ching-Yi Lai

● Translation efforts began May 25, 2020
○ Unit translation review once every two to three months

● Translated course will launch in summer/fall 2021

Translation Partnership



● National Taiwan University Translation Team

NTU Translation Team

Muh-Chyun Tang, Ph.D.
Associate University Librarian 

and Professor

Kuang-hua Chen, Ph.D.
University Librarian and 

Professor

Chiu-Hsun Lin
Director of Research 

Support Division

Ching-Yi Lai
RDMLA Project 

Manager



● RDMLA Translation Review Team

RDMLA Translation Team

Elaine Martin, D.A.
RDMLA Co-Leader; Director, 

Countway Library of Medicine

Ashley Thomas
RDMLA Librarian,

Countway Library of Medicine

Rong Tang, Ph.D.
RDMLA Co-Leader; Associate 
Professor, Simmons University

Zhan Hu
Doctoral Student, 

Simmons University

● Translation review led by Dr. Rong Tang and Zhan Hu



Agreement Between RDMLA and NTU
● Statement of Work (SOW) signed on May 25, 2020

○ Effective from June 2020 to July 2021

○ NTU Library assumes the expenses related to the translation effort

○ RDMLA reserves exclusive control over any and all quality assurance (QA) of 
the translation materials

○ NTU Library produces a complete unit translation every six weeks 

○ Bi-monthly review meetings by both parties



Schedule for Unit Translation

● Both parties agreed to 
continue working on Units 9, 
10, and 11 



Translation Workflow
Translation

Proofreading & Review

First draft done by a professional 
translator with LIS background

● Two research support librarians
● Preload to Canvas mirror site 

Quality Assurance

Bi-monthly review meetings by RDMLA 
and NTU Library teams for discussion 
and finalization of each unit

Revisions & Corrections

Online Meetings
Review for QA by RDMLA Team

1

2

3

4

5



Scope of Translation
Translation includes:

1. Section text
2. Learner activities
3. Quizzes
4. Video closed captioning
5. Video transcripts
6. Video slideshows



Terminology and Translation Review



Screenshots Unit Translations



Translation Between Traditional and 
Simplified Chinese
● Traditional and Simplified Chinese characters 

English Traditional Chinese Simplified Chinese

Project 專案 项目

Data Curation 資料庋用 數據管護

Scope Creep 範疇潛變 范围蔓延

Instructions 利用指導 教学培训



Course Translation Demo



RDMLA has partnered with Simmons University SLIS to offer optional 
continuing education (CE) credits upon completion of the CE credits test.

● Must complete the first eight units of the RDMLA course
● Test is comprised of 25 questions and is based on the materials 

discussed in the course units
● Administration fee of $50 USD
● Two attempts to pass the test with a 75% or higher
● Successful test takers will receive a certificate recognizing their three 

CE credits

Continuing Education (CE) Credits



CE Credit for New Units
● The three new units will 

constitute one CE credit
● The cost for the one credit 

test will be $15 USD
● Estimated launch date for 

the additional test is 
Summer 2021



Please help us spread the word!

@TheRDMLA @The_RDMLArdmla.github.io

Check out the course on Canvas Network 
canvas.net/browse/simmonsu/courses/research-data-management

https://www.facebook.com/TheRDMLA
https://twitter.com/The_RDMLA
https://rdmla.github.io/
https://www.canvas.net/browse/simmonsu/courses/research-data-management


Questions?
Drop your question in the chat, or raise your 

hand           to ask your question live. 


